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« What do the numbers on TV and
radio sets mean? Do you get them,
or do they get you? Sometimes they
pack a load of information and some-
times they are meaningless. Some-
times they are an orderly alphabeti-
cal and numerical arrangement, and
sormetimes they are & hopeless,
chaotic and disjointed mess of hiero-
glyphics. Some manufacturers admit
that a state of hopeless confusion
exists and that something should be
done about it. An orderly and
planned system of numbering can do
much to simplify inventory contrel,
billing, ordering and even selling.
The technician’s life would he much
easier if he could indentify a set
easily, file and find schematics, and
know in a flash what set a customer
or distributor has in mind when a
number is mentioned.

All is not lost, thanks to the Elee-
tronic Industry Association, located
at 1721 De Sales St. N. W., Washing-
ton 6, D. C., and to some individuzal
manufacturers, a systern has been
developed. Actually, several differ-
ent systems have materialized over
the years. So far as the technician is
concerned the serial numbers (as
differentiated from medel aumbers)
which are placed on a set for ac-
counting purposes only, might be
considered as useless, and only tend
te complicate matters even imore;
but even these numbers may offer a
clue as to vintage and run. Most
schemes consist of a combination of
letters and numbers, and some have
only numbers. Besides the serial
number, there are three other nurn-
bers likely to be encountered:

1—The model number of the com-
plete unit may give details as to the
types of cabinet, style, and finish,
and may also indicate if it is a radio
or TV, portable or fixed, year of pro-
dugction, size of CRT, etc;

2—The chassis nimber, in most
cazes the most important one to the
technician, indicates the actual piece
of electronic equipment used. Sche-
matics, fechnical information and
parts required may be ascertained
by being able to identify the chassis.
Some model TV sels may come
equipped with any one of a number
of different chassis, and by the same
logic, or lack of it, a chassis may be
fitted into many different models.

The chassis number may also indi-
cate size of CRT, number of tubes,
VHF only or UHF/VHF, year of
production, etc.;

3-—Run numbers may or may not
be indicated. Some set makers use
letters after the chassis number,
others may use R1, R2, R3, etc. and
still others may use just numbers.
As was peinted out earlier, some-

times the serial number may be a

clue to the run number. The run
number designates electrical and
mechanical changes. In many cases
an earlier run set may be upgraded
in the field by installing some of the
modifications a manufacturer used
to stabilize or otherwise improve -a
set’s performance.

One other set of numbers appear
on mest major components and the
chassis itself. That is the Electronic
Industries Association Production
Source Code. It is a standard nu-
meric symbol, assigned and regis-
tered by EIA headquarters, Manu-
facturers may stamp or mark any or
all of their products to identify the
production source. In addition to the
standard code, which usually con-
sists of 3 or 4 numbers, a date code
may be added. However, in most
cases, it should not be necessary to
trace a component further back than
the producer of the completed con-
sumer product. In many instances
the technician, by applying some of
these numbering principles and
studying a group of numbers, may be
able to decipher and obiain the in-
telligence hidden in these codes.
About the best advice cne can fol-
low, when lost in the maze of digits,
is to contact the manufacturer di-
rectly.

Another advantage to kmowing the
manufacturer’s system of numberw
g may help identify the chassis,
even when the numbers are oblit-
erated, The Guide To Model and
Chassis Numhbers Chart, presented
here, is in most cases sell explana-
tory. In the interest of presenting as
large a cross-section of the indus-
try’s endeavors to identify their
products, in a rapid and convenient
form for reference purposes, some
details were omitted from the chart
and presented in the text. For one
reason or another, certain details of
some of the mumbering systems,
were not available at the time of
writing.

Highlights of the different systems
used by different set producers fol-
low:

Andrea

The combination numbering sys-
tem applies to both radio and TV
chassis and in a general way to hi-fi.
The latier portion of the model num-~
ber includes the chassis number.

Du Mon?

A personal touch is added by giv-
ing each TV set a name. From
Adlenby to Winthrop past Newport,
Riviera and Versailles, the road is
fortunately identified with RA num-
bers. RA in this case stands for Re-
ceiver Apparatus. The numbers run
in sequence from RA-10% up to the
latest RA-406/407, and represent the
order of engineering dévelopment.
When two numbers are combined as
in RA-402/403, the first number
stands for a VHF set only and the
second is for a VHEF/UHF version.
Farlier sets used a sticker or metal
plate attached to the chassis for
identification. Later sets have a serial
number stamped on the rear panel.
The first 3 numbers of a ¢ digit con-
figuration is the RA number from
RA-301 on.

Emerson
Both model and chassis numbers
are basically all numerical, and do

not indicate size of picture tube, type
of chassis, etc. The first digits of the
TV chassis number are meaningless
to the technician. Both radic and TV
chassis carry the same first 3 digits
(120): The last 3 digits indicate the
order of release of different chassis.
One consolation perhaps is that
within the past year and a half to
two years, radio model numbers are
under 1000 and TV models are
over 1000.

General Electric

TV-—A new numbering sequence,
started recently, identifies size of
CRT, type of cabinet, chassis, and
cabinet color, style and finish.
Chassis styles run from the letters
A to U with some pauses for double
lettered jobs such as EE, MM, ete.
More recent chassis whose circuitry
is similar to previous issues but have
mechanical differences bear Q2, M3,
U2, ete., designations.

Radio—All new table models to be
introduced within the next few years
wilt run numeriecally from 100 to 399,
Clock radios will run numerically
between 400 and 699, Portable radios
between 700 and 999. Provision is
made to identify 5 different colors.

List of companies covered in tis repart, See Guide Ta Radio and TV Madel Numberss.

ElA
Manufacturer Production
or Source
Prime Source Code
Number
Admiral Corporation 101
3500 W. Cortland Sk,
Chicage 47, 1l
Andred Radio Corp. 113

27-Q1 Bridge Plaxn, North
long island City 1, N, ¥,

Allen B. Du Maont Laboratories, Inc. 158
35 Market 5t.,
East Paterson, M, J,

E Radic & Ph
i4th & Coles Strests
Jersey City 2, N. 1.

gragh Corp, 171

General Electric Co. 188
Electronics Park,
Syracuse, N. Y,

The Hallicrafters Co. 99
5th & Kestner Ave.,,

Chicago 24, HI.

Hoffman Electronics Corp, 207

4200 5. Avalon Bivd.,
Los Angeles 3, Calif,

Hoipoint Co. -
5600 W. Taylor St

Chicago 44, NI

The Magnavox Co. 232

Fort Wayne 4, Ind,

EIA
Manufeacturer Production
or Source
Prime Source Code
Number
Montgomery Ward -_—
618 W. Chicago St.,
Chicage 7, Hi,
Motarola, Inc. 185
4545 Augusta Blvd,,
Chismgo 51, I,
Qlympic Radio & Television 200

34-01 J8th Ave,,

Long Island City 1, N, Y.

Philco Corp. 260
Tioga & C Stroefs

Philadelphia 34, Pa.

Radio Corp, of Amaerica 274
Camden 8, N. J.
Sylvania Electric Products, ine. 312

700 Ellicott St.,

Batavia, N. Y.

Trav-ler Radie Corp. 320
571 W. Jackson Blvd.,

Chicago 6, HI.

Western Auto Supply Co. (Truetone)  ——
2107 Grand Ave.,

Konsas City 8, Mo.

Westinghouse Elactric Corp. 337
TV-Radic Division

Metuchen, N. J.

Zenith Radio Corp, 343
6001 Dickens Ave.,

Chicage 39, 1.

Hoffman

A new model numbering system
was put into use with the introduc-
tion of the 1956 line of TV receivers.
It was designed to cut down the
quantity of numbers required.

Hotpoini

The leiter S is used in the model
numbering system to designate the
TV receiver as a Hotpoint product.
Because they are a division of the
General Electric Co., many similari-
ties appear, The chassis used in 1957
and 1958 productions are designated
as follows:

Chassis CRT Year
MM 17 1556-57
M3 17" & 23" 1958
Q 14" 1957
Q2 14" 1958
T 97 1957
u 21" & 247 1957
U2 21" & 24~ 1958

Production runs are identified as
early or late production.

Magnavox

In addition to chassis numbers,
there are model numbers and style
numbers. The easiest way to dig out
the service data, in the absence of
the manufacturer’s service manual
index and service manuals, is to go
according to chassis numbers. Sev-
eral descriptive letters in front of the
number help identify the equipment.

Fach chassis is also given a series
number. These numbers are included
in some chassis numbers and are
preceded by a letter V or U, which
stands for VHF or UHF/VHF re-
spectively. The series 21 chasis might
appear as V-21-02CB. Other mean-
ings are built into these numbexs,
for example the 02 in this case, in
addition to other things, indicate a
24-inch CRT, as does 04, 08, 07, and
10. Numbers 01, 03, 05, 08, 11, and 12
indicate a 21-ineh tube plus other
changes. However, these numbers
do not have the same meaning in
other series TV sets,

Montgomery Ward

A 4-digit number which is part of
the company’s uniferm article num-
bering system, is used to identify
both radio and TV. The higher the
number, the more recent the set.

Olympic
Chassis identification is relatively

simple. An alphabetical sequence is
used such as GA, GB, etc. HB, HC,

HD, etc. will probably follow GZ as
new chassis are produced. Combina-
tions of letters which spell words or
have other connotations such as HA
are avoided, Tf the letter U is added,
it represents UHF/VHF.

Upgraded and deluxe sets usually
carry a higher lelter in the alpha-
betical order. Run numbers and EIA

date-source code are stamped on the:

chassis.

RCA

TV—Model numbers on sets from
1951 to date have followed a fairly
stable pattern. They indicate size of
CRT, general price classification and
moedel details. Chassis numbers are
perhaps the most important to the
technician for servicing purposes.
Black and white TV chassis have a
KCS designation, such as KCS 107.
Some other letters and their mean-
ings as ugsed on and around the TV
chassis are:

KRK Miscellaneous TV assembly
used on r-f tuners, optical
barrels, ete.

CTC Color TV chassis,

KC  Prewar TV chassis.

KK Prewar TV power unit.

KRS Postwar TV power units
{mostly with projection TV).

RC Radio tuner chassis with or
without power supply.

RK Miscellanecus radio assem-

bly. RE-121 is AM-FM tuner

unit. RK-208 is earphone at-

tachment for transistor radio.
RP Record playing mechanism,
RS Radio power unit with or

without audic amplifier.

Radio—Model numbers cannot be

used to determine year of manufac-
ture or number of tubes, A combina-
tion of letters and numbers, such as
6-XF-9, are used. The letters do
have a meaning as follows:

C Clock radio. (In prewar years
denoted console radio).

X AC-DC

BX Batt-AC-DC

RF Power trans

XF  AC-DC, AM-FM

BT  Battery transistor (Previ-
ously denoted battery table
radio.)

HF  High-fidelity

Js 3 or 4-speed attachment

JD 2-speed attachment (45-33).

JY “45"” attachment.

EMP Electrical - manual - portable
record player.

TR Tape recorder.

EY Electrical “45” record player.r

Sylvania
TV—The serial numbers are quite
interesting in that they are also
packed with information. Service
literature would be coded 537-1 for
the example used in the chart.
Radio—The first two digits of the
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Leader 1

Deluxe - 12

Super Deluxe 13
Clock Radios

Leader 21

Deluxe 22

Super Deluxe 23

Portable Radics
(3 way or battery only)

Miniature 3
Leader 32
Deluxe 33
Super Deluxe M
Phonographs

Table Model 41
Base Modei

(For use with TV) 42
Console 43
Portable 44

Radio~Phone Combinations
Radio-Phono Portable 45
Radio-Phono Table Model 46
Radio-Phono Console 47

Radio-Phono—Tape Recorder
) Combinations

Radio-Phono—Tape Recorder

Console 48

Tape Recorders
Tape Recorder Portable 49
Trav-ler

There is no set procedure for
identifying radio and phonograph
model numbers. Clock radios do
have the letter C inserted in the
model number, as in 56C42. Tran.
sistor radios have the letters TR pre-
ceding the numerical portion as in
TR-250, .

Trutone

The model numbers consist of g
4-digit number preceded by a prefix.
These sets are made for and mer—
chandised by Western Auto Supply
Co. »

four used for radio and phono models
have some meaning. The last two
numbers are for factory use.
In addition a suffix letter is used
to designate color.
Table Model Radios
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GENERA EJA Code 188 PORTABLE PHONO CABINET FINISH
- ~Fl
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T-TABLE COLOR TV CHASSIS M - MODULAR TABLE B-BLONDE  G-GREEN S-TAN i 25-24" ENGINEERING NUMBER
- ; T — — — — L-BLUE H-1YORY T~ TURQUOISE §
¢ -CLOCK \ ]| W.RV.T, MINOR G -OPEN CONSOLE J-BROWN  M-MAHOGANY W-WALNUT [ space cOMMAND
P-PORTABLE MODEL | WHEN USED, [—TV SET FLECTRICAL D - CONSOLE w/DGOR S B OHARTREUSE K-MAPLE 7 -WHITE i
| MECHANICAL REVISIONS R - CONSOLE COMBINATION o Foiny {eack] (ol Frultwood) Y- YELLOW B 40- w/24" U= UHF/VHF
A-01
TERS I DIFFERENCES W 7TS-538 A- D-GRAY,Dk. 'N-MAROON ~ X- GOLD - 5 / 2 Q 0~ EQUIPPED
: (ncl. Ch 1} Q- H .
HALLICRAF EA Code 199 ENGINEERING NUMBER —— A,B,C,etc.-MAJOR ELEC- TV CHASSIS renHaree CHASSIS H/SPACE
TV MODEL K ~ CONSOLE TRICAL REVISIONS i _ OMMAND
CRT SlZEr\ ﬁ T-TABLE H TVMODEL Y- UHF TUNER 537 101 233 4048 NUMBER OF TUBES YEAR OF PRODUGTION
§ __~CABINET FINISH I -
IF Used, ,_//Y A 21 E _§_ E Ensml-:zmue_\ Zllrona FACTORY INFORMATION RADIO CHASSIS 7Z 20
T-TOP TUNING B~BLONDE UHF/VHF P-PORTABLE NUMBER 3 — CABINET COLOR
F-FRONT TUNING N "_ _' _""" -~ - - ELEGTRICAL REVISION GODE _ﬁ:: " OR FINISH
&—SIDE TUNING M- MAHOGANY CRT SIZE e . TUNER DESIGNATION CODE
ENGINEER!NG MODEL

See Text for More Details
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%k See Text For More Detoils




